Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515
April 9, 2025

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

As members of the New York congressional delegation, we write regarding the Trump administration’s recent attempt to
rescind more than $11 billion in congressionally authorized funding from state and local health departments across the
country. Under these cuts, New York state health departments will lose an estimated $400 million in critical health
funding, with $100 million of that being pulled from the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
alone.' These funds are used to monitor infectious disease outbreaks, provide mental health and substance use disorder
treatment, and ensure access to other critical health services that New Yorkers rely on.

As aresult of these actions, the New York State Department of Health has laid off more than 200 public health workers,
including 50 full time staff and 168 public health fellows.? These fellows are part of the New York State Public Health
Fellowship Corps, which was created to bolster New York’s public health workforce and improve the state’s ability to
address future public health threats. In addition, at least 200 community-based organizations that provide mental health,
maternal health, and other life-saving services have had their funding jeopardized.’ Rescinding congressionally mandated
funding is illegal and has already been blocked by a federal judge.* However, the administration is attempting to move
forward with these cuts, regardless of the risks it creates for the health and safety of all Americans. Every single one of
our constituents will be impacted by these actions.

Given the continued and unprecedented attacks on our nation’s public health system, we request a meeting with you and
your staff no later than April 22, 2025.

Sincerely,
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez #trold Nadler
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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