
April 9, 2025

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

As members of the New York congressional delegation, we write regarding the Trump administration’s recent attempt to 
rescind more than $11 billion in congressionally authorized funding from state and local health departments across the 
country. Under these cuts, New York state health departments will lose an estimated $400 million in critical health 
funding, with $100 million of that being pulled from the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
alone.1 These funds are used to monitor infectious disease outbreaks, provide mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment, and ensure access to other critical health services that New Yorkers rely on. 

As a result of these actions, the New York State Department of Health has laid off more than 200 public health workers, 
including 50 full time staff and 168 public health fellows.2 These fellows are part of the New York State Public Health 
Fellowship Corps, which was created to bolster New York’s public health workforce and improve the state’s ability to 
address future public health threats. In addition, at least 200 community-based organizations that provide mental health, 
maternal health, and other life-saving services have had their funding jeopardized.3 Rescinding congressionally mandated 
funding is illegal and has already been blocked by a federal judge.4 However, the administration is attempting to move 
forward with these cuts, regardless of the risks it creates for the health and safety of all Americans. Every single one of 
our constituents will be impacted by these actions.  

Given the continued and unprecedented attacks on our nation’s public health system, we request a meeting with you and 
your staff no later than April 22, 2025.

Sincerely,

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

1 “NYSACHO Statement on CDC Stop Work Orders and $400 Million in Cuts Threatening Public Health Emergency Response Across New York 
State,” Press Release, New York State Association of County Health Officials (NYSACHO), (March 27, 2025), 
https://nysacho.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NYSACHO-Press-Release-3-25-CDC-Stop-Work-Order-and-Cuts.pdf.
2 Caroline Lewis, “NY cuts more than 200 public health jobs following loss of federal funds,” Gothamist, (April 3, 2025), 
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-cuts-more-than-200-public-health-jobs-following-loss-of-federal-funds.
3 “Attorney General Letitia James Sues Trump Administration for Slashing Vital Health Funding,” Press Release, New York State Attorney General,
(April 1, 2025), https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2025/attorney-general-james-sues-trump-administration-slashing-vital-health-funding. 
4 Jacob Rosen, Alexander Tin, “Federal judge temporarily blocks $11 billion in Trump administration’s cuts to public health funding,” CBS News, 
(April 3, 2025). https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-public-health-cuts-states-lawsuit/.



Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Hakeem Jeffries
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress
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Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

John W. Mannion
Member of Congress

Laura A. Gillen
Member of Congress
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